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Excerpt: .saw a few inhabitants in the streets, moving, when
they did move, very slowly and without lifting their feet far
from the ground. One might think all these folks down here
had the rheumatism, he muttered. They shuffle along as if it
were painful to use their muscles. He reached the centre of the
town. On the Court House green were a number of idle citizens.
He counted twentyone negroes and four white men. As he
approached, he became the focal point of fifty lazily curious
eyes. The stranger, after inquiry and direction, rode to the Old
Dominion Hotel, and dismounted before a half-dozen pipe
smokers on the veranda. He asked if he were too late for
dinner. No, sir, said the host, rising slowly from his chair. You
are just in time. He put his hand to his mouth like a trumpet
and called...
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