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Despite the works of History, the labors of Historical Societies, hand books of travel, the army of summer
tourists, and the wonderful enterprise of the newspaper world, the old saying that not one-half of the world
knows how the other half lives is almost as true today as it was in the distant past. Stretching away to the north
of the New England States and beyond is the Province of Quebec, a country that is a veritable terra incognita to
the great majority of their neighbors to the south, the people of the United States. To the great majority of these
the name recalls only a very limited territory where winter reigns during the greater part of the year, devoid of
interest, and peopled with an unprogressive if not a very inferior race - a downtrodden people whose rights are
denied them by an exacting and oppressive government beyond the seas. A little time given to a consideration
of this portion of the western hemisphere - its extent, physical characteristics, history, and the everyday life of
the people - may not be without interest and value while serving to make neighbors better acquainted with
each other and appreciated. A little reflection and thoughtful consideration will also teach lessons of toleration
and justice to the residents and law-making powers in the United States, the boasted land of freedom, equal
rights and justice, but where in many things these high sounding and seductive claims are not so happily
exemplified as in...
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