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Excerpt: . . . 1 would like to welcome our witnesses today, and | look forward to hearing their testimony. | am
very pleased that the committee is holding a hearing on the important issue of pandemic flu preparedness and
response. The witness before us today represents the key Federal agencies that will be involved in responding to
a pandemic flu outbreak. In a full-scale pandemic situation, Federal, State, local and private entities will all
need to cooperate effectively for a response to be successful. The thousands of State and local health
departments are working hard to plan for pandemic flu, but they are struggling with a lack of money and
guidance from the Federal Government. In the Presidents National Strategy for Pandemic Influenza, the bulk of
Federal funding is for vaccine and drug research. The President requested only 100 million for State and local
preparedness. While Congress appropriated 350 million in the emergency appropriations this past December, it
pales in comparison to the 6 billion that the President requested for vaccines and antivirals. | believe that the
best way to handle the flu is to strengthen our hospitals and other health care facilities, and | dont think enough
funding or aid is being offered to State and localities. | am also concerned that the flu response plan that we
will discuss today might not complement the National Response Plan, which is supposed to be the plan used to
manage domestic emergencies. We have many questions to answer. Who is in charge of response operations at
Federal, State and local levels Who gets vaccinated first When should we urge citizens...
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