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Mass;, During the Revolutionary War And upon examining a list of the patriotic | am impressed with the
thought, that so large a proproportion of them did so. Seven out of twelve of those who were of suitable age.
Two men it appears were enduring hard service under Washington. Mr. Stocking had nine men to guard in his
house because of their Tory sympathy. So we see the efforts of the newly and thinly settled districts were to the
extent of their ability; though our estimate does not comprise the most thickly settled districts as No 1, 2, and 8.
For at this late day, | am unable to learn where all their men were. Then our fathers were wise enough to do
more than put forth determined efforts. They earnestly sought for assistance from the great Judge of the
Universe. Not only soldiers went on; their minister went as a chaplain. The Rev. Nehemiah Porter left Ashfield
soon after the 16th of August and did not return until after the surrender of Burgoyne. His serving as chaplain
in Gen. Gates army is the great historical event of Ashfield, though Dr. Paine does not allude to it in his history of
the town. Yet it may be safely claimed, that it would be profitable to every friend of our country to know about
his services to it, in the time of its trial. But though | have for nearly twenty years been endeavoring to find
something published or written about them, | have found only a few sentences. | am obliged, therefore, to rely
upon traditional...
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