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convinced that in the preparation of these estimates the economic demands of the country have received the
fullest and most carefl consideration by the Secretary of War and any material cut will seriously affect an
adequate national defense of our country and will tend to bring it below what is recognized as a proper margin
of safety. The American Legion unqualifiedly indorses the recommendations upon the commissioned personnel
of the United States Army made by Gen. Pershing. It believes that the elimination of a considerable number of
the least effective officers of the Regular Establishment will tend to increase the efficiency of the entire Army of
the United States. We believe that the commissioned personnel should not be cut below the number
recommended by Gen. Pershing, which is the number approved by the Budget Committee, as these officers are
required not merely for the units of the Regular Army but for the development of the National Guard, the
Organized Reserves, and the system of citizen training. This committee is also directed by its national
convention to recommend legislation that will provide that the time for making recommendations for and the
awarding of the congressional medal of honor, the distinguished service cross and the distinguished service
medal for service in the war, be extended five years after the declaration of peace by the United States and also
that the law which allowed men who had previously been recommended for the congressional medal or honor
but who failed to receive the distinguished service cross, be changed so that the law shall apply to all persons
now in or who...
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